no	FLORA; FORESTS
isolated and usually metamorphic hills rising from it here
and there, and often crowned by the interesting Poligar
forts, which testify to the disturbed times of previous
centuries. The forest vegetation is poor, but one valuable
tree is often noticeable, the Hardwickia binata sometimes
covering considerable areas of rocky country. The hedges
and roadsides have many thorny bushes, and the flora in
small plants such as grasses, Acanthace&> Convohndacece,
Boraginacea, and Composite?, is very interesting. On the
ghat range in Cuddapah, North Arcot, and Salem, the
country is forest-clad, except for many villages with areas
of dry cultivation. Teak is fairly common, red sanders
(Pterocarpus santalinus) is the prevailing tree between
N. Lat. 13° and 15°, and a kind of sal (Shorea Turning-
gaia) is very noticeable. In ravines, there is much bamboo
of the two ordinary kinds, but there are few or no palms.
In the coast belt, as already noted, the coconut and
palmyra palms are characteristic, the latter especially
among the villages. The hills are but lightly clothed with
thorny scrub, and the laterite lands bear forests of an
evergreen type, noticeable plants being the blue-flowered
Memecylon, two species of Mimusops, and many Rubiacece.
On the coast, the sandy dunes have been largely reclaimed
with Casuarina, and the river deltas show patches of man-
grove.
(4) What may be called the South Carnatic region,
from the Cauvery river to Cape Comorin, is bounded on
the west by the bases of the Nilgiri, Anaimalai, Palni, and
Tinnevelly hills, in the Coimbatore, Madura, and Tinne-
velly districts. The character of the flora of this region is
very similar to the last The hill ranges are covered with
deciduous forest, in which the principal tree is teak, and in
places to the north, where the soil is poor, the half parasitic
sandalwood (Santalum album). The coast lands have their
sandy dunes, sometimes, as near Point Calimere, covering

